This paper was written nearly two years ago, and read to the Medical Society of this place in the Session 1820-21; and was then intended as a mere outline of a more complete Essay on the subject. As the engagements of the author will not allow him to finish it in the manner in which he originally intended, at least within an early period; and as he is unwilling to treasure it to the ninth anniversary, with the vain hope of rendering it more worthy of the public eye, he has resolved to let it appear with whatever errors or defects may cling to it. To those who have read the interesting and elaborate letters of M. Lallemand, it may be requisite to say, that in some points, a coincidence of opinion on the morbid change which has been recently described by the French pathologists, under the name of *Ramollissement du Cerveau*, will be recognised. But this coincidence is purely accidental; and that no reason may be assigned for ascribing it to any other cause, the Essay is printed, with the exception of a single paragraph, *verbatim* from the records of the Society to which it was read. It may be remarked, that the papers of M. Rostan, which were originally published in the Nouveau Journal de Médecine, do not exhibit those points of similarity which would render any explanation like this necessary. The Author, under these circumstances, thinks it would be mere affectation to avoid referring in notes to those parts of M. L.\'s Treatise in which the coincidence is most conspicuous.---D. C.
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